February' 1, 19;35, iiio de Janeiro# 


This evening at 8 p.m« Bertha took 


me to Santa mlexandrina >vith Joachim in the Institute car. Santa ai exan- 
drina is a suburb of Kio, but rather hi^iier. as it is on the bottom of the 


slope leading to oorcovado 


^it the end of a dirt road 



between 


high thickets of bamboo \ie caiiB to a white vvooden gate, and after some 
calling managed to get the attention of a young colored boy who finally 
unlocked it for us. Bertha led me up a beautiful stone path lined with 
ferns, and v/ith all sorts of small plants growing on the rocks 

which bordered it. The night was rainy, and frog voices came tliru the 
darkness from all around us. vfe had to pa^^ a call at the house first, 
and 1 sav/ nxy first typically Brazilian interior, — a great high ceilingel 
room with wide wooden boards on the floor, — ‘Scme modernistic furniture 
of exquisite inlaid v/oodwork, a funny old piano, an even older granophone 
(with a homJ It vms dreadful, — ?/e heart it plajdng from a distance later 
onj) and crocheted elaborate mats and embroidered i cheap) tablecovers, and 
a terrible lot of chromolithographs of saints, and awful, lu-cent store 
statues of religious subjects stuck everp^where, and one ^^souvenir^^ tray of 


butterflies* ?/ing.s stuck up above the piano on the mxll 


# -iX 


rather nice 


big black dog came in, — ^not playful, but distantly polite, — and l petted 
him, althoiigh his ears also bore moie than a suspicion of Biange. Looking 
out of the screenless long windov/s the garden made a 'beautiful sight \d.th 
wet leaves Reaming and shimmering under the sparse electric lights at the 
far end of the street. The Brazilian woFjar of the house was not beautiful, 
and ^of course, spoke no Bnglish. The mn, who was wearing pale blue 
pajamas, is a florist, and took us into his greenliouse , where he had some 
marvelous begonias, ohristmas cactus in bloom, maiden hair fern occupying 





2 


every conceivable crevice in the wall, and a fine collection of 
trloxenia, most o.f which he r^iised from imported seed brouplit from Holland 


mid on. which he is specializing. 


took leave of him end went dovm into 


the garden, v/here enchantment began. A hurrjlng noisy scmll brook dashed 
down the slope over huge boulders, and .-oachim with his flashlight went 
down it to look for fro^. The serrate leaves of a banana tree made a 
bold _t.‘autern against the sky, the wet leaves of the other trees around us 
made a thousand little glittering lights, and Bertha and i stook on a 
rock and looked at it all, surrounded by a kind of luminosity that was not 
moonlight and not lanplight, but something quite different from anything 
I ever imagined before. I felt as if i were in e tleatre, and that the 
stage was all set for a play, and that in a moment the hero and heroine would 
step out of the darkness and the play would begin. But nothing like that 
happened, because in a few minutes we saw Joachim's light making a million 
diamonds shine out in the brook, and he joined us on our rock. He now led 
the ?/ay to another part of the garden around a rock ledge in which myriads 
of delightful little plants were growing, and over which tall, pale blue 
agapanthus lilies were hanging their heads. This part of the garden led 
down into three or four artificial pools at a lower level, and there were 
huge pink and white water lilies ^7et v/ith min and gleaming in the light 
from the electric laitps. The frog cTiorus ceased as we came nearer, and 
now the real collecting began. Bertha flashed the first frog,— a green 
one j Hyla alb omarg i nata j sitting on an orange tree besi de the pond, 
moon she stowed me another much larger one iHjOa faberj also clingirg to a 
shrub, and she let me catch him ?/hile she held the light on his face. 

Joachim had caught some more at the edge of the pool, and now called me to 
see the nest of Hyla faber, — a most surprising bit of architectiare fully a 
foot long and three or four inches high, made of raid heaped up and hollowed 


/ 



r 
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out crater-fashion so tmt the vim of the crater comes just above the top 
of the miter, v/hLle the depression contains an inch or so of water, 
in v^hich we saw a great imss of eggs with very large black centers. Joachim 
took soLB of the eggs to be hatched in the labors. tory, but m did not dis- 
turb any of the others. -evidently some of them had been made in high 
water, for some were ‘way above the surface and the eggs were merely moist* 
nO saw 6 or 7 nests in this little pool barely 50 feet across, and on one 
v/e saw the female sitting, clutching the brim with her long disked toes and 
fingers, so it is true that they really do guard them* iiyla faber is rela- 
tively easy to catch, — eleven 3.ocated euid securedy-one all by Vre 

looked around the smaller pools but didn't find much, and then along another 
path bordered by orange trees wlio^ perfume was subtle as a poet*s fancy, 
Joachim cai:ght 2 toads, oufo crucifer , and later on he bagged a huge female 
Leptodactylus ocellatus. I saw sorne of her big tadpoles in the brook, 
and tried to catch them with riy 3-inch tea strainer, having stupidly left 
my net behind in the auto, but of oDurse didn’t succeed* After about 
an hour's collecting we liad 12 Hyla faber , 5 H^^l a albomarg hiata , 2 Bufo 
crucifer and 1 Leptodactylas ocellatus , as subsequent count showed, and a 
of faber eggs* We now mnt out to the auto and sat in it to listen 
for a real chorus of faber ,y-they liad been almost scared silent by our 
coming, but we got very little music* I cau^^ht one fiiefly, and that ended 
the night^s collecting. V/e got home about 10:30, and the trip was good 
for Bertha, and certainly I shall never forget that beautiful tropical gardsn 


scented by tire rain* 
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Idarch 18, 1955^ Uuro Preto» How we made an atteiif^t to get 

\ 

' . 

tarted for some bat caves that hr* Dias had been told about beyond the 


town up the iriountains ide , and he promised that we should see AQ.ua Limpa 
on our my back* We s tainted in another direction, stead il^^ cliiTi)ing, and 
I took several view of Itacolumi^ with and without mist around it, and with 
the town sprawling down into the valley below it* We soon left the good 
streets and struck up into the mountain on a narrow mulepath. The girls 
got tired and left us very quickly, as they saw a storm coming up, so they 
said later# An abandoned gold-mining: tunnel contained sor:ie bats and Dr* 
Dias and I Y;ent in with his one flashlight# It gives an indescribably queer 
sensation to follow 10 feet behind a little dancing disk of light into utter 
blackness, the mils on each side sliiry to the touch, the drip-drip of 
water from every ledge, soLje of it hitting the back of your neck, the floor 
uneven and slippery, your feet feeling the way among boulders yon cannot 
see, and trying to avoid the nuraerous holes, your head sometimes striking 
the roof wiiere it s uddenly drops, said every effort concentrated on trying 
not to get too far beMnd the light* About a hundred feet in, the tunnel 
heightened and Dr* Dias said a bat was flying about, but v/e did not see it 
again when we had tal:en our places ready to hit at it with our triiTHied tree- 
branches as it came by. A little farther on the tunnel led to the left and 
dipped down, and its floor was corered by water, and Dr. Dias concluded that 
it would be very dangerous to go in an^^ fe^rther , so Y/e went back towards the 
entrance* Boim fbesh bat faces” on the mil did-not 'show 'any bee ties -1^^^^ 
thore me got in Lagoa Santos at La jpir\ke^ cave* At the entrance a frog 
was hopping, and Dr. Dias cauglit it# Joachim later said it ms Tlyopa 
miliar jus * We now climbed agaia, and a ne£^ boy and a colored man who 


5 


were accompanying us said there was another bat cave, which failed to materialize 
xhey next said that there \iere ponds and a rivulet just a little ways further 


over the curve of the loountain. 


Dr. Dias and i both doubted this "little 


ft 


Y/ays stateriBnt, but we decided to try it nevertheless, i shall never regret 
my decision# the whole valley unrolled before us as we went higher and 


higher, until it seemed that we were lookins, over the edge of the world 


# 43 . 


drop of about 80° sti’aiglit down impelled the boy and the negro man to dislodge 
rocks from the path and let them hurtle do\m, bumping and thumping occasionally 
on the muntain side find then bounding out into space again# Thinking of 
this, I Y/as glad I was not responsible for anybody except myself on this trip# 

^ host of georgeous vYild flowers decked our path# un the loY^er reaches^ 
exquisit magenta fuchsia trees held out their pendant buds, and a pearly 
white shrubby begonia beckoned everyv/here# Nature ^s own rock garden appeared 


profusely Dlooming on the higher levels 


.X charming tiny red and yellow 


plant resembled one at Lagoa Grande# very sweet-smelling alpine plant Y/ith 
four roY/s of tiny leaves set in perfect sedum-like regularity along its 
stiff strai^it stem Y/as topper by lovely 5-petaled itiite flo\^rs like tiny 
poppies# I^d give anything if I could get the seeds of itj A gorgeous, 
large-blossomed, purple flower with the most delightfully coral -pink buds 
and nice fuzzy green leaves seemed to be growing ever^^vdiere # A shrub with 
some red berries was rather scarce — 1 only saw three# — un our way up we 
passed through the abandoned lYorks of the gold mines built by the Portuguese 
Bandeirantes 2U0 years ^o# LSassive stone avails a yard thick reared them- 
selves 5u feel from the lower slopes, and we walked along their tops, on 
and off the little path that paralleled them. Great stone doorwa^rs that 
led to nothing franed exquisite bits of mountain and cloud across the valley# 
I Y/ished 1 were an archeologist with pick and slx)vel, to dig around the 


\ 
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old lintels and perhaps unearth rusted locks and keys, or ancient coins or 
even old idLning tools lying hidden in the earth. Tunnels led into the 
iiDuntain on all sides, evidently of lauch later origin and very poorly con- 
structed. Dr. Diase xploied one or two with no result. And still m 



riclily in the coppery sun of late afternoon. .below us in the valley 1 



the tea plantation, the red soil between the nicely-cultivated bushes 
imp^arting a patchwork-quilt effect to the region. ilow our negro guides 
led us to a rather steep decline, at the bottom of which a turbulent little 
stream shouted at its release as i t iiastened down to the valley?- to join its 
brothers. Dr. Dias decided to have a look ibr tadpoles, but he \ould not 
let me coirje down, as he said it ?/as very steep and dangerous. I \ms there- 
fore xrioie di scre^tc thc3n valorous and let him and the negroes go down, 


wnile 1 stretched out on my back on the path vxith my purse for a pillow, and 
occasional ants taking promenades over my chosk. I tliink I fell asleep 
there on my ledge overlooking infinity. any rate it was a most glorious 

sensation to ^^come to^^ again, with the shimmering light of late afternoon 
playin£'^ across iry eyelids, and to see the great panoply of cloudland arching 
over the indescribably beautiful earth-contours, made more precise by the 
deep shadows mounting up from the valley. How Dr. Dias and the negroes 
appeared with a bottle of funnel- mouthed large black t8,dpoles {but no adultsl). 
V/e now took the downward trail, had a drink of cold water from a tiny 
rivulet that cropped out near the top of our mountain. All tanlced up on the 



-ifraid of the Dig, Bad Tifolf?” Not, hov^ver, with our arriis around each 
other’s necks in the usual attitude of conviviality after drinks I It just 
can’t be done on a mulepath. — Uur next stop was half-way dovin at the 



old Portug.uese mine ruin where there was a report of another batcave. m 


\ 

hj 


stumbled down a gigantic stairway of aid rock that twisted and turned down 

I 

the slope, am found our cave, which hr. Dias entered alone, as l 


ino re 


interested in getting ..flower- seeds 




most pec'oliar climbing vine ffell 


down over the rocks. its leaves and stem were a little like those of 
the saandering Jew, but its bbld-s ?/ere c losed, like those of the frin^d 


i fiot some seeds that look as i 


gentian, and of the most heavenly deep blue 
they might grow. A few drops of rain were beginning to fall, and as we 
cliBibed up the giant stone staircase it began to come down quite heavily, 
w'e took refuge in a native dwelling constructed between the ancient stone 
walls of one of the inner X'oorns of the old Portuguese mine-works, and roofed 
over in the crudest manner v/ith a ifew branches and mud. The place ms 
abominably dark and filthy, and I should much rather have stood in the rain. 


jjr% Dias, liowever 


himself lookin£ for barbeiros i^lack end red 


bugs, true iieimptera, soriB species of which ao-e blood-sucking and thus convey 
trepanosonBs in their bloody but foiind none here, although lots of spiders 


An uneven dirt 


skipped into crevices at the appjgxjach of our .Qashlight. 
floor, lined along the walls with dirty bottles and broken reea baskets, 
on one side a "bed” or bench of wooden branches on which old musty leaves 
and burlap sacks vxere thrown, — these were the entiie furnishings of the 
iiuier room, except the negro vraman and three simll, dirty, but very 
picturesque negro childi'en, some of wtom i had already snapped befoie on 
the way up. The outer room had a stove or some sort of metal cooking 
arrangement built into the dlay, ar.d a wooden bench, a few more eiipty 
bottles, a grinding pestle and-a guitar standing in the windowj This 

is brazil, as imte would sayj Under pretext of playing with one of the 

flashlight into her hair and it ms stiff 


little girls. Dr. Dias turned his 
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v/ith. lice . sj^inpathetic nervous system iraiiiediate ly began to make db feel 

crawly all over, and i arose fraa the ?/ooden bench on the edge of which 
I had been sitting and st.ood in the doorv’/sy until hr. Dias decided \ie 


could leave. 


ihe rain cariB on hard again before we had gone -very 


far. Dr. Dias and the negroes diffl.ppeared completel 3 ^, his cousin 
-n.ry Marques was away ahead of me plunging down the bed of what had 
been a dry raountain stream but which was now ankle-deep with foaming 
water, and it v/as distinctly a case of every man for hiinself, and one 
woman for herself. 1^’' ankles just didn’t dare to turn as i galloped 
wildly down after for if I lost si{^it of him i knew I couldn't 

find niy way to his hou® through the rain. It was v/ild and funny and 
exasperating all at once, but laostly funny, although I was soaked and 
mj/ sneakers squinched ?with water at every jump and i had come down 
too h £ird on a stone and bruised the bottom of foot, so uhat about 
every third jump 1 hit it again. hut at the bottom of the slope nry 
had the grace to ?/ait for roe in an enpty shed, and cifter tnat I tept him 
in sight as v/e ran along the road and finally got into the tovoi. 
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